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Moon Landing Argumentative Essay
The determination of whether moon landing happened has been subject to discussion and arguments based on varying evidence and issues which limit the overall commitment in understanding that landing on the moon occurred 46 years ago. Different individuals and theorists have provided varying arguments backing up their claims and their thoughts on whether it happened. Thus it is crucial to understand the different perspectives which have been embraced in creating a focus on whether landing on the moon occurred. Therefore this paper provides an argumentative analysis taking into focus both arguments in support of moon landing and those who think that moon landing did not happen.
Arguments for proof of moon landing
American astronauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin in 1969 became the first ever humans to land on the moon while Armstrong became the first ever human to walk on the moon. Landing on the moon was considered by President John Kennedy to be a national goal before the Apollo 11 mission. There is significant evidence that provides a strong emphasis on the consideration that moon landing happened. It is essential to understand that in such a challenging undertaking that had not been achieved by mankind, there would be a lot of skepticism and questioning on whether the moon landing was accurate (Messidoro, Perino, & Boggiatto, 2013).
The most critical evidence that exists currently is that there are pieces of the moon taken by the astronauts to be studied. The samples are very different considering the composition which is different from what we have on earth. Through the various 7 Apollo missions that have been undertaken, NASA astronauts have brought back approximately 842 pounds of the moon rocks which include the oldest which dates 4.5 billion years old or 200 million years older than the existing earth's rocks. These materials are void of volatiles which are different in structure than the earth rocks due to different formation patterns. The various pieces collected is evidence to suggest that landing on the moon happened (“Bad astronomy: misconceptions and misuses revealed, from astrology to the moon landing ‘Hoax,’” 2013).
There exist clear images which show the moon surfaces and the landing sites of the Apollo missions. The images collected by the NASA Lunar Reconnaissance Orbit (LRO) sharply highlights the tough down points of the Apollo, 12, 14 and Apollo 17 lunar landers which show how the astronauts made their landing to the moon surface. The NASA has also published the Apollo 11 landing site which is a clear indication that landing on the moon happened (Achenbach, 2015). 
The fact that NASA is willing to share clear images of the safe landing on the moon as well as video clips which show their activities on the moon is an indication that landing on the moon was realized by the United States (Achenbach, 2015).  A significant point of criticism has been the photographic evidence which shows the chances of multiple sources of light apart from the sun. However Lunar dust known as regolith is a reflective material, and thus sunlight bounces off it just like a mirror hence highlighting the different existing sources of light as depicted critics (Mihajlov, 2016).
The Lunar Rovers have been able to identify the exact things that the astronauts saw. Space robotic orbiters and rovers have photographed the same landscapes and scenes captured by Apollo Astronauts in recent years. Japan's Kaguya orbiter was able to snap images which when put together have illustrated the base of the Apennine mountains which was also photographed by the Apollo 15 highlight a critical proof that moon landing took place. The Japanese orbiters are formed by an independent body of astronauts and scientists which are pursuing a different approach and thus the ability to come up with similar photography shows that moon landing took place (Linden, 2013).
Argument against Proof of moon landing
There have been many critics who have highlighted that the United States was under much pressure to defeat the Soviet Union in becoming the first country to visit the moon and thus intentionally faked the whole thing to cement their superpower status globally. The consideration of these factors has created a problematic emphasis on critical elements that need to be evaluated in determining whether the moon landing happened. At the time of the moon landing, the united states and the Soviet Union were involved in a heightened period of cold war with global supremacy a significant issue between the two countries (Achenbach, 2015). The Soviet Union had significantly engaged in ousting the United States as the world superpower and was also involved in striving to land on the moon first. This provides a strong basis which explains the reason why the united states were compelled to the fake moon landing to get one over the Soviet Union (Linden, 2013).
 The waving American flag that has been depicted in the video highlights that the whole process was faked. The moon is known to have no winds because it is a vacuum and thus there is no chance that a planted flag could wave (Lewandowsky, Oberauer, & Gignac, 2013). There were six moon landing between 1969 and 1972 while there have been known since that time despite the advancement in technology. There is a strong belief that if the moon landing as alleged by NASA did happen, the frequency of moon landing in recent past would have been significant with new images that aim to end the current controversies. However, there have been no efforts made in trying to disapprove the critics with the latest images from the moon. The understanding that fourth six years later, there is still discussion on issues based on images that are perceived to have been taken from 1969 and 1972 (Lewandowsky, Oberauer, & Gignac, 2013).
There are no stars from any photos that were taken from the moon. The explanation that is given highlighting that the photos were captured during daytime does not make sense considering that there are dark areas that can be seen in the photos. Another explanation was that the cameras were not tilted to capture the stars. This explanation provides a difficult emphasis on essential aspects that help create an understanding on significant changes which provide a strong basis where it is difficult to believe the moon landing theory (Lewandowsky et al., 2013).
There are different photos captured that have the same exact background. This creates a difficult situation where it is difficult to believe the underlying claims that the photos were taken from the moon. Having different images with the same background is impossible. Thus such moves create a difficult understanding of the fact that the moon landing was a hoax developed by the united states government (Mihajlov, 2016).
Therefore, in conclusion, it is clear that despite the emphasis by NASA in claiming that moon landing took place, there are significant issues which create a difficult environment to believe the chronology of events based on images and video clips that are believed to have been captured in the moon. It will be difficult to conclusively prove that moon landing took place and quell the existing conspiracy theories without concrete evidence.









